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Statistics on Pea Pack Revised 


Through an error in the tabulation of the statistics on the 
1929 canned pea pack, the total pack for the United States, as 
expressed in No. 2’s was given as 19,223,000 cases. The cor- 
rected figure is 18,530,000 cases. The chief error occurred in 
computing the total pack of the state of Wisconsin, the revised 
figure for which, as compiled by the Wisconsin Canners Asso- 
ciation, is 9,899,000 cases. 

The leaflet giving the statistics for 1929, originally issued 
under date of September 28, has been revised, and copies of the 
revised pamphlet will be sent to all persons receiving the origi- 
nal statement, which should be destroyed in order to avoid possi- 
ble future confusion. 


Medical Association to Pass Upon Health Claims for Foods 


The American Medical Association has announced the es- 
tablishment by the Association’s Council on Pharmacy and Chem- 
istry of a Committee on Nonmedicinal Foods, which will pass on 
all food products for which health claims might be made. This 
Committee has prepared a set of rules under which it will oper- 
ate, which are similar in character to those now governing the 
Council’s work on medicinal preparations. Reports on the prod- 
ucts passed upon will be published in the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, and at the end of the year all reports 
will be assembled in book form under the title “Accepted Foods.” 

The need for the service and its purpose are set out in an 
editorial appearing in the Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation for October 12. This editorial states: 
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“The pages of popular magazines, of newspapers and of 
medical journals contain an increasing number of advertise- 
ments of food products. The growers, producers and distribu- 
tors of such products have learned the value of the health ap- 
peal. Great campaigns are being promoted by cooperative or- 
ganizations in favor of meat, of flour, of vegetables, of fruits, 
and of other natural foods. The vitamin is the most interesting 
and mysterious substance that has appeared on the medical 
scene, and the alert copy writers have not failed to dramatize 
the interest that it has awakened in both the medical profession 
and the public. Malted milks under various disguises are vaunt- 
ed as tonics and as sleep producers. The medical profession, 
awake to the newer knowledge of physiology, is turning its in- 
terest increasingly to the promotion of health and to the use of 
properly selected foods for such purposes. Moreover, diet is 
recognized as of great importance in the control of diseases af- 
fecting the digestive tract and for the management of the de- 
generative diseases; diseases of the kidneys and of the circula- 
tion. As these trends in medical practice have developed, the 
need of some body to express judgment of food products and food 
advertising, in the same way that the Council on Pharmacy and 
Chemistry considers medical preparations, has become apparent. 
The Council has therefore created a special committee on foods. 
The preliminary form of the rules under which this committee 
will function appears on page 1144 of this issue of the Journal. 


“The manufacturers of food products, distributors and all 
others interested in the promotion of natural food substances or 
of modified foods, for which claims are made in relation to the 
promotion of good health, will be asked to submit to the commit- 
tee the products and the advertising material used in advancing 
their sale. If a product is of known composition, if the claims 
made for it a» justified by the composition and by modern knowl- 
edge of dige>n and assimilation, if the advertising is up to the 
standards set by the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry, ad- 
vertisements of the product will be permitted in the publications 
of the American Medical Association, the product will be listed 
in the book on foods similar to New and Nonofficial Remedies, 
and the manufacturers will be permitted to use a symbol indi- 
cating that the product has been accepted by the committee for 
listing in the book of foods. If the product cannot reach the 
standards set forth, a report will be published as is done for 
drug products, and advertising of the preparation will not be 
permitted in the publications of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. Already several leading manufacturers have indicated 
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their desire to cooperate with the committee; the great adver- 
tising agencies have welcomed the initiation of such a body; and 
there is reason to believe that the work of the committee will do 
much to sustain scientific standards in a field already mired in a 
morass of hokum and folly. 


“Through its public work, particularly in the last decade, 
the American Medical Association has gained the respect and 
admiration of vast numbers of the American people. That good 
will is an asset of no slight importance to public health. The 
work of the Committee on Foods should do much to carry still 
further the message of good hygiene and of scientific medicine. 
In beginning this new work, the Council on Pharmacy and Chem- 
istry again asks the complete support of the medical profession. 
Only by such support can the work have the fullest success. 
Only by the sincere cooperation of the medical profession with 
the committee can it achieve the prestige necessary to complete 
attainment of its objects.” 


The rules adopted by the Committee on Foods, and approved 
by the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry, are as follows: 


ForM OF SUBMISSION 


Any product which it is desired to have considered for “Accepted 
Foods” should be presented to the Committee on Foods, American Medical 
Association, 585 North Dearborn Strect, Chicago, and except in special in- 
stances should be accompanied by eight trade packages, eight sets of de- 
scriptive advertising, circulars, ete., and a description of the article giv- 
ing its constituents and a brief outline of its process of manufacture. 


RuULEs GOVERNING ACCEPTANCE 


The rules for the acceptance of foods are patterned on the principles 
of New and Nonofficial Remedies, with such modifications and relaxations 
as are made necessary by the different nature of the products concerned and 
by the importance of expediting the business of the committee without in- 
terfering with the protection of the public against harmful and mislead- 
ing practices. 

All foods, nonmedicinal in character, for which health claims may be 
made or which are advertised in medical journals, shall come within the 
scope of the Committee on Foods. 

Foods shall not be accepted for inclusion unless their composition is 
made known, the statement of composition including the approximate 
amounts of substances incorporated and, when deemed necessary by the 
committee, more detailed statements as to protein, carbohydrate, fat, mine- 
ral salts or vitamin content. Where claims are made of special virtues 
for any ingredient, the quantity of that ingredient must be made known 
if the committee so requires. Such statements, may, at the discretion of 
the committee, be made a part of the published report. 

The rules of the Council regarding advertising of proprietary remedies 
shall not apply to foods considered by the committee. 
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No product will be accepted or retained concerning which the manu- 
facturer or his agents make false or misleading statements as to source, 
raw material from which made, or method of collection or preparation. 

No product will be accepted or retained concerning which the manu- 
facturer or his agent make unwarranted, exaggerated or misleading state- 
ments as to its value for health or nutrition or any statement which mis- 
represents the product. 

Proprietary names should, if possible, be framed to indicate the nature 
or composition of the product or its important ingredients; but a name 
will be recognized provided it is not misleading, does not suggest diseases 
or medicinal uses, and is not otherwise in conflict with public interest. 
These restrictions may be waived in the case of names which were estab- 
lished through usage before the publication of these rules. 

If the article is patented—either process or product, or both—the 
number of such patent or patents must be furnished to the committee. 
Furthermore, if the name of a product is registered, or the label copy- 
righted, the registration (trademark) number and a copy of the protected 
label should be furnished to the committee. 

The committee will not accept or retain, if already accepted, the prod- 
ucts of a firm if, in the opinion of the committee, the policies of such firm 
are clearly detrimental to the welfare of the public. 


ACCEPTED Foops 


Reports on products considered, having received approval of the com- 
mittee, may be published in the JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDI- 
CAL ASSOCIATION under the section devoted to the Council on Phar- 
macy and Chemistry with a special heading, “Committee on Foods.” At 
the end of each year, all reports shall be assembled in book form, with the 
reports of all products accepted preceding the reports of all products re- 
jected. This book shall have the title “Accepted Foods.” 


Following the acceptance of a product by the Committee on Foods and 
so long as the product is continued in good standing, the manufacturer of 
any product is authorized to affix to that product as a portion of the label 
and to use in advertising the insignia adopted by the Committee on Foods, 
as suitable for identifying an accepted product. 


Truck Crop Markets 

Shipments of apples jumped to first place during the second 
week of October, with a total of 8,955 cars, compared with 7,690 
cars of potatoes and 7,440 cars of grapes, according to the U. S. 
Market News Service. Pear forwardings dropped to 880 cars, 
chiefly from Washington, Oregon, California and Colorado. To- 
mato shipments decreased to 700 cars, of which California fur- 
nished 460. Florida grapefruit shipments increased rapidly to 
about 500 cars last week and Texas got under way with 75 cars. 
About 60 carloads of grapefruit arrived from Porto Rico. 

The orange season opened in Florida, Alabama and Texas, 
but California was still the principal source with a total of 1,240 
cars, as against 480 a year ago. Cabbage shipments increased 
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to 1,870 cars, and onions to 1,465 cars during the week. Lettuce 
required 1,100. Combined output of 30 fruits and vegetables in- 
creased sharply to 35,075 cars, or 2,000 less than a year ago, 
when movement of apples and grapes was heavier. 


Cauliflower 
Cucumbers 


Farm Prices 


The general average of prices received by producers was 2 
points lower on September 15 than on August 15, as indicated 
by a decline in the index of farm prices from 148 to 141, com- 
pared with 141 a year ago. Further advances in grain prices 
and dairy and poultry product prices were more than offset by 
lower livestock prices. Prospects for the major farm products 
suggest that continued weakness in livestock prices may again 
offset the seasonal advances of other products in the immediate 
future, but that the general average is likely to be higher than 
at present in the early months of next year. 


Business Conditions 
Business transactions during the week ended October 12, as 
indicated by the volume of check payments, were smaller than in 
the preceding week but greater than in the corresponding week 
of 1928, according to the weekly statement of the Department 
of Commerce. 


Steel plant activity showed no change from the previous 
week but was somewhat lower than in the corresponding week 
of last year. 

Distribution of commodities by rail, as indicated by data on 
freight-car loadings covering the latest reported week, for the 
_— time since March fell below the corresponding period of 

st year. 


: 
CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Oct. 20 Oct. Totalthis Totallast Total 
e Commodity 6-12 5 7-18 seasonto seasonto last 
| 1920 1929 1028 Oct. 12 Oct. 18 season 
e Apples, total 8,056 6.142 11,824 33,240 48.211 127,523 
$ Eastern states ........ 4,510 2,068 6,156 21,179 27,629 62,7038 
Western states ....... 4,446 8,174 5,168 12,070 20,582 64,819 
t. 1,871 1,488 20,515 25,825 38,833 
Carrots: 
1930 SOABON Os 118 149 10,054 
23 15 17 7.128 7.343 
e. Green pone 19 a9 ai 5.067 4,602 4,688 
y- Mixed deciduous fruit .... 91 118 75 4,798 6,262 6,490 
Mixed vegetables ......... 43 05 395 27,622 28,080 33,884 
d 87 146 190 35,004 57,058 57,706 
1,155 771 17,470 21,817 24,4390 
on a7 50 2,883 8,200 8,569 
Plums and prunes ....... 200 52 5,803 7,272 7,205 
m 149 100 7,762 6,228 6,707 
702 p22 618 28,822 28,305 30,306 
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The general level of wholesale prices showed no change 
from the previous week but was about 5 per cent lower than at 
this time a year ago. 

Bank loans and discounts showed a contraction from the 
preceding week but were greater than a year ago. Interest rates 
on both time and call funds averaged lower than in the previous 
week, while call-loan rates, for the first time in months, averaged 
lower than in the corresponding period of the previous year. 


Business failures were less numerous than in the previous 
week but showed a gain over last year. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 
L. C. L. 
273,022 
273,441 
271,584 
272,006 


Employment in September 


Employment increased 0.8 per cent in September as com- 
pared with August, and pay-roll totals increased 1.2 per cent, ac- 


cording to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. September in- 
variably shows increased employment in manufacturing indus- 
tries, and in coal mining, wholesale and retail trade, and canning 
and preserving; hotels this year were still showing some of the 
summer increase. Public utilities, metalliferous mining, and 
quarrying and nonmetallic mining each showed a slight decrease 
in employment in September. 


Wholesale and Retail Prices in September 


Continued recession of wholesale prices is shown for Sep- 
tember by information collected in leading markets by the U. S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. As compared with August, there 
was a decrease of one-fifth of 1 per cent, and as compared with 
September, 1928, a decrease of 21% per cent. 


The retail food index issued by the Bureau shows for Sep- 
tember 15, 1929, an increase of about one-third of 1 per cent 
since August 15, 1929, and an increase of a little more than 2 per 
cent since September 15, 1928. Among canned foods, there was 
an increase of less than five-tenths of 1 per cent for canned red 
salmon ; a decrease of 7 per cent for canned tomatoes, 1 per cent 
for evaporated milk and baked beans; and no change in the price 
of canned corn and canned peas. 


— 
Week ended October 5 .......... 429,039 
a Corresponding week, 1928 ....... 441,455 
Corresponding week, 1927 ....... 406,807 
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Fruit in Cold Storage 
Cold storage holdings of fruit on September 1, as reported 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, were: 


October 1, 1929 October 1, 1928 5-year average 


California Peach Pack 


Up to October 1 the total pack of peaches in California 
amounted to 8,348,511 cases, of which 7,912,070 cases were 
Clings and 436,441 cases Free peaches, according to the Canners 
League of California. It is estimated that by October 1 over 98 
per cent of the pack was completed. Of the total pack, 992,268 
cases of Clings and 143,353 cases of Free peaches were packed 
in southern California. 


The following table shows the pack of Cling and Free 
peaches, up to October 1, in southern California and in northern 
and central California, as compiled by the Southern California 
Canners Association and the Canners League of California, re- 
spectively : 

North South Total 
Cases Cases Cases 
14,036,000 775,606 14,811,606 

085,801 10,820,681 
964,071 18,654,758 


927,582 9,258,587 
159,330 5,866,508 


105,306 58,524 163,830 
+105,578 215,284 $20,812 
245,601 817,319 

635,753 1,108,314 

157,159 063,621 


Progress of Tariff Legislation 


With the exception of the session on Wednesday, which was 
devoted to debate on the confirmation of appointments to the 
Farm Board, the Senate spent the week in consideration of 
amendments proposed to the special and administrative sections 
of the tariff bill. The appointments to the Farm Board were 
confirmed. The House met on Monday and without transacting 
business other than a discussion of its program voted to con- 
tinue the three-day recess plan until November 11. 


In its consideration of the tariff bill the Senate adopted an 
amendment extending the prohibition against importation of 
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convict-made goods to merchandise produced by forced or in- 
dentured labor. It rejected an amendment which would have 
required payment of duty on flour manufactured in bond from 
imported wheat when withdrawn from bonded warehouses. 


An amendment approved by the Senate would require the 
President to name a new Tariff Commission within three months 
after the enactment of the tariff bill, and would direct the Tariff 
Commission in the future to supply members of Congress with 
all information collected relating to manufacturing costs in the 
United States. 


A compromise amendment was adopted defining transporta- 
tion costs as they should be used in determining differences in 
cost of production. 


An amendment was adopted providing for a counsel ap- 
pointed by the President at a salary of $10,000, whose duty will 
be to represent the consuming public in all proceedings and in- 
vestigations before the Tariff Commission. The counsel is di- 
rected to report to Congress annually on his work, and may in- 
itiate independent investigations and call on the Commission for 
all information at its command. 

The Finance Committee agreed to have printed 125 copies 
of the income tax information supplied by the Treasury Depart- 
ment. This information covers about 400 of the 1,000 names 
sent to the Treasury Department in accordance with the Sim- 
mons resolution calling for data on incomes and profits. 


Need of Additional Appropriations for Research Presented 


Representatives of 33 farm, industrial, and commercial or- 
ganizations in a conference with President Hoover on October 16 
presented a statement of the neéd of more adequate appropria- 
tions for research in the Department of Agriculture. An addi- 
tional $5,000,000 is needed in the next annual budget of the De- 
partment, it was stated, to meet the demand being made upon 
the Department for facts that are determinable only by research. 
It was pointed out that the states are increasing the amounts ex- 
pended for research far more rapidly than the Federal govern- 
ment, the increase between 1921 and 1928 being 50 per cent in 
the Federal appropriations, and 80 per cent in the state appro- 
priations. 


Fruit Fly Quarantine Modified 


The Secretary of Agriculture has announced that under a 
modification of the Mediterranean fruit fly quarantine regula- 
tions, effective immediately, provision is made for the release of 


hare 
| 
; 
: 


INFORMATION LETTER 1725 


areas which have been designated as infested and that the effect 
of such release will be to remove the requirement of sterilization 
when fruit from such areas is to be moved to destinations north- 
east of Potomac Yards, Va. 


Under this order, the State Plant Board of Florida is au- 
thorized to release from such designation all areas hitherto de- 
termined as infested, except as to areas within which infestations 
have been determined subsequent to July 31, 1929. 

The Department states that as a result of the enforcement 
of control measures, the Mediterranean fruit fly has apparently 
been eradicated as to such area or areas to the extent that no in- 


festations have been found within them for almost two and one- 
half months. 


Agricultural Commodities Designated by Farm Board 


The Federal Farm Board on October 14 announced 10 farm 
products and groups of farm products designated as agricul- 
tural commodities, as provided for by the Agricultural Market- 
ing Act. 

Products designated as commodities are: (1) cotton, (2) 
dairy products, including milk, cream, cheese, condensed milk, 
butter, ice cream, evaporated milk, whole and skim milk pow- 
der; (3) grains, including wheat, rye, corn, oats, barley, flax, 
grain sorghums, and buckwheat; (4) rice; (5) livestock; (6) 
wool and mohair; (7) tobacco; (8) poultry and eggs; (9) seeds, 
including alfalfa, clover, timothy, red top and other field seeds; 
and (10) potatoes. 

The Chairman of the Federal Farm Board stated that the 
Board has under consideration other farm products that may be 
classified as agricultural commodities. He said that the Board 
would act upon the additional definitions of commodities in the 
future, and that there would be about 10 more groups of prod- 
ucts designated as commodities. 


New Tariff Schedule in French Indo-China 

An independent tariff schedule has been created for French 
Indo-China which became effective on July 24, 1929, according 
to the American consul at Saigon, in a report to the Department 
of Commerce. This constitutes a complete revision of the entire 
tariff schedule of this colony, which was formerly, with few ex- 
ceptions, subject to the French tariff schedule. 

All canned vegetables except tomatoes, are made dutiable at 
65 francs per 100 kilos gross, or approximately 1.? cents per 
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pound; the rate formerly was 52.50 francs per 100 kilos. The 
duty on canned fruits is fixed at 50 francs per 100 kilos, or ap- 
proximately 8.9 cents per pound. This is the same as the old 
rate, with the exception of pineapple, which was formerly duti- 
able at 150 francs per 100 kilos. 


Uruguay Import Duties on Foodstuffs 


The London Times Trade and Engineering Supplement of 
September 21, 1929, carries an article from Montevideo regard- 
ing import duties on foods entering Uruguay. The Association 
of Importers and Wholesalers has complained of the high duties 
which are assessed on food products, not only on those similar 
to domestic products, but on others of which none are produced 
in the country. Sardines valued at 414 cents per tin carry a duty 
of 13 cents, or 288 per cent of the value. Canned fruits, valued 
at 20 cents per tin pay a 60 cent duty. Except for peaches, no 
canned fruits are produced, and of these the domestic supply is 
far below the demand. 

At least 50 per cent of fresh fruits and vegetables must be 
imported and on these the duty runs from 50 to 100 per cent of 
the c. i. f. value. 


Should the protest of the importers and wholesalers receive 
favorable consideration, a much larger export trade from the 
United States to Uruguay may be expected. 


Fourth Section Application Denied 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has denied, effective 
February 21, 1930, the Fourth Section Application of the South- 
ern Pacific Company—Atlantic Steamship Lines—Morgan Line, 
for itself and on behalf of carriers parties to Morgan's Louisiana 
& Texas Railroad & Steamship Company's tariff I. C. C. No. 
1992-B, for authority to continue rates for the transportation of 
canned fruit, fish, oysters, and shrimp from stations on the New 
Orleans and Mobile division of the Louisville and Nashville Rail- 
road to points of destination described in said tariff, without ob- 
serving the long-and-short-haul provision of the fourth section of 
the interstate commerce act. 


Australian Canned Fruit Production 

The 1929 pack of canned fruits (apricots, peaches, and 
pears) yielded the equivalent of 2,372,962 dozen 30-ounce tins, 
as compared with 3,252,686 dozen tins in 1928, according to & 
report forwarded to the Department of Commerce by the Ameri- 
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can trade commissioner at Sydney. The decrease is reflected 
principally in peaches, and is attributed mainly to the depreda- 
tions of green aphis, which caused considerable damage to orch- 
ards towards the end of 1928. Detailed production figures are 
shown in the following table: 


1,065,877 1,825,855 


3,252, 2,372,068 


California Crop Notes 

The probable yield per acre of lima beans, according to a 
statement issued by the California Cooperative Crop Reporting 
Service on October 11, shows a slightly larger production than 
was indicated by the condition on September 1. Lima bean pro- 
duction is now forecast at 2,276,000 bushels, equivalent to 1,275,- 
000 bags. 

The pear harvest is complete with the exception of some of 
the fall and winter pears. Total production is now forecast at 
175,000 tons, divided as follows: 153,000 tons of Bartletts, and 
22,000 tons of fall and winter varieties. Last year the total pro- 
duction was estimated at 224,500 tons, of which about 200,000 
tons were Bartletts and 24,500 fall and winter pears. It now 
looks as if the tonnage of Bartletts canned this season will be a 
little under that of a year ago. Considerably less tonnage was 
used for drying this season. Interstate shipments of pears will 
probably amount to about 7,500 cars compared with a total of 
9,601 for the season of 1928. 


Penalty Provisions of Standard Container Act Effective 
November 1 
The penalty provisions of the Standard Container Act of 
1928, establishing standard sizes for hampers and round stave 
baskets, including straight side or tub baskets and splint or 
market baskets, become effective November 1, according to an 
announcement of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, which administers the act. 

The law provides that after November 1, it shall be illegal 
to manufacture for sale or shipment, to offer for sale, to sell, to 
offer for shipment, or to ship, hampers, round stave baskets, or 
splint baskets for fruits or vegetables, either filled or unfilled, or 
parts of such hampers, round stave baskets, or splint baskets 
that do not comply with the act. Furthermore, makers of non- 
standard baskets may be proceeded against and the baskets 
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seized for condemnation. The Department of Agriculture has 


no authority to exempt any person or class of persons from the 
operation of the law. 


European Canned Pea Packers Using New Coloring Process 


A process has been developed in England recently for color- 
ing canned peas a bright green, which appears to be increasing- 
ly employed by English and Continental canners, according to 
a report from the American trade commissioner at London to 
the Department of Commerce. 

It will be recalled that the Preservatives Regulations of 
1926 prohibited the use of copper sulphate which had been for- 
merly employed for this purpose, and that owing to the decided 
preference of the British public for a bright green pea a num- 
ber of efforts were made to develop a substitute, and that a num- 
ber of patents were taken out. One of these appears now to 
have reached the commercial stage and is being sold by a British 
chemical manufacturer. This color is know as “Pea Green 
51040.” It does not appear on the list of colors officially ap- 
proved for use in the United States, but presumably it could be 
used on canned peas for export to England and other countries 
where it is permitted. 

There seems to be a difference of opinion as to how satis- 
factory this coloring matter is in practice. The makers claim 
that it has proved perfectly satisfactory wherever it has been 
adopted, and it is understood that considerable sales have been 
made both to English and Continental canners. On the other 
hand, the opinion was expressed by one concern which made a 
test that while the product seems to be all right as regards its 
coloring properties, it seems to have the effect of softening the 
peas more than is normal. 


Notes From October Crop Prospect Report 

The cranberry crop in New England, Wisconsin and Wash- 
ington is expected to be larger than last year. The production 
in 1928 in Massachusetts, New Jersey, Wisconsin, Washington 
and Oregon was 531,000 barrels, as compared with 496,000 bar- 
rels in 1927. 

Canneries are expected to handle perhaps 25 per cent more 
prunes in the Pacific northwest than last year, when about 21,- 
000,000 pounds of fresh fruit was so disposed. 
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